
The hungarian Labour MarkeT
2015



The Hungarian Labour Market
Editorial board of the yearbook series

Irén Busch – Head of Department, Department of Public Works’ 
Statistics Analyses and Monitoring, Ministry of Interior • Károly 
Fazekas – general director, Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences (CERS HAS) • Jenő Koltay – senior 
research fellow, Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences (CERS HAS) • János Köllő – scientific advisor, 
Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences (CERS HAS) • Judit Lakatos – senior advisor, Hungarian 
Central Statistical Office (HCSO) • Gyula Nagy – associate professor, 
Department of Human Resources, Corvinus University of Budapest

Series editor
Károly Fazekas



THE HUNGARIAN  
LABOUR MARKET
2015

EDITORS
KÁROLY FAZEKAS
JÚLIA VARGA

insTiTuTe of econoMics,  
cenTre for econoMic and regionaL sTudies,  
hungarian acadeMy of sciences
budapesT, 2015



Edition and production: Institute of Economics, Centre for Economic 
and Regional Studies, Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

Copies of the book can be ordered from the Centre for Economic and 
Regional Studies, Hungarian Academy of Sciences.

Mailing address: H-1112 Budapest, Budaörsi út 45.
Phone: (+36-1) 309 26 49
Fax: (+36-1) 319 31 36
E-mail: biblio@krtk.mta.hu
Web site: http://www.krtk.mta.hu

Translated by: Attila Balogh (111–117, 154–159, 166–189), Katalin 
Bördős (66–75, 76–84), Gábor Csomor (9–15, 38–41, 42–58, 59–65, 
100–110, 139–142, 160–164) , Márton Czirfusz (126–138), Judit He-
gedüs (18–35), Krisztina Olasz (85–99, 118–125, 143–153)

Revised by: Stuart Oldham

The publication of this volume has been financially supported by Hun-
garian Academy of Sciences and KJM Foundation

Cover photo: Myrtle Street Reservoir under construction, 1947 (modi-
fied version). Copyright © Seattle Municipal Archives

Publisher: Károly Fazekas
Copy editor: Anna Patkós
Design, page layout: font.hu
Typography: Garamond, Franklin Gothic
Printing: Oliton Kft.

Copyright © Centre for Economic and Regional Studies, Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences, 2015

ISSN 1785-8062



5

CONTENTS
Foreword  ......................................................................................................................  9

The Hungarian labour market in 2014 (Tamás Bakó & Judit Lakatos)  ........  17
Economic background  ........................................................................................ 19
Labour force demand and supply ...................................................................... 19
Unemployment and the potential additional labour force  .......................... 26
Earnings  ................................................................................................................  30
References  .............................................................................................................. 35

In Focus. Public Works  ...........................................................................................  37
Introduction (Júlia Varga)  .................................................................................. 39
1. The background and international experiences of public works 

programmes (Judit Kálmán)  .......................................................................... 42
K1.1. Public works programmes in Slovakia (Ágota Scharle)  .................. 59
K1.2 Temporary public works programmes in Argentina: Lessons 

learned (Judit Kálmán)  ............................................................................... 62
K1.3 Scandinavian public works programmes (Tamás Bakó)  ................  65

2 Public work programmes in Hungary  ..........................................................  67
2.1 The institutional and legislative context of public works schemes:  

a historical overview (Katalin Bördős)  .........................................................  67
2.2 Survey-based and administrative data on public works (Irén Busch 

& Katalin Bördős)  .............................................................................................  77
2.3. Public works programmes in the public employment system,  

2011–2013 – basic facts (Zsombor Cseres-Gergely & György Molnár)  ... 86
2.4 The values of public work organisers and public workers (Luca 

Koltai)  ............................................................................................................... 101
2.5. Public workers in the legal labour market (János Köllő)  ....................  112
2.6 The composition of entrants to public works, 2011–2012  

(Zsombor Cseres-Gergely)  .............................................................................  119
2.7 Spatial inequalities of public works employment (Márton  

Czirfusz)  ..........................................................................................................  128
2.8 Winter public works (Irén Busch)  ...........................................................  144
2.9 Labour market situation following exit from public works  

(Zsombor Cseres-Gergely & György Molnár) ............................................  148
2.10 Where do public workers work? (János Köllő)  ...................................  160
References  ...........................................................................................................  166



6

Labour market policy tools. February 2014 – April 2015 (Zsombor 
Cseres-Gergely & Kitti Varadovics)  .................................................................  173
Services  ................................................................................................................  175
Active labour market policies (ALMPs)  .......................................................  176
Subsidies  ..............................................................................................................  184
Comprehensive interventions (comprehensive programmes)  .................  184
Policy tools with an effect on the labour market  ........................................  187
References  ...........................................................................................................  198

Statistical data  ........................................................................................................  199
1. Basic economic indicators  ............................................................................ 201
2. Population  ......................................................................................................  203
3. Economic activity  .........................................................................................  206
4. Employment  ...................................................................................................  214
5. Unemployment  ..............................................................................................  224
6. Wages  ................................................................................................................ 241
7. Education ........................................................................................................  248
8. Labour demand indicators  ..........................................................................  252
9. Regional inequalities  ....................................................................................  254
10. Industrial relations  ......................................................................................  262
11. Welfare provisions  ......................................................................................  267
12. The tax burden on work  ............................................................................  273
13. International comparison  ..........................................................................  277
Description of the main data sources  ............................................................  279

Index of tables and figures  ...................................................................................  285



7

Authors

• Tamás Bakó – CERS HAS
• Katalin Bördős – Budapest Institute

• Irén Busch – Ministry of Interior
• Zsombor Cseres-Gergely – CERS HAS

• Éva Czethoffer – CERS HAS
• Márton Czirfusz – CERS HAS
• Károly Fazekas – CERS HAS

• Judit Kálmán – CERS HAS
• János Köllő – CERS HAS

• Luca Koltai – Habitat for Humanity Hungary
• Judit Lakatos – Hungarian Central Statistical Office

• György Molnár – CERS HAS
• Ágota Scharle – Budapest Institute

• Kitti Varadovics
• Júlia Varga – CERS HAS


